Program Proposal – 2nd Zurich Minimally Invasive AF Summit 2026
Prepared by: Prof. Dr. Omer Dzemali

Keynote: Surgical Rhythm Management 2026 – Current Status and Outlook
Time: 09:00–09:30
Format: Keynote Lecture
Speaker Suggestions: Prof. Ralph Damiano (USA), Prof. Marc Gillinov (USA)
Objective: Provide an overview of the current evidence, guidelines, and future directions in surgical AF management.
Epicardial Pulse Field Ablation – Game Changer or Glorified Hype?
Time: 09:30–10:00
Format: Dual Lecture with Discussion
Speakers: Dr. Andreas Müller & Dr. Alexander Breitenstein (Zurich)
Moderator: Optional – Prof. Christian Sohns
Objective: Present different viewpoints on epicardial PFA and discuss clinical relevance and readiness for practice.
LAA Management in Cardiac Surgery – Clip It, Close It, Forget It?
Time: 10:00–10:30
Format: Lecture
Speaker Suggestions: Dr. Richard Whitlock (Canada), Prof. Vivek Reddy (USA)
Objective: Review surgical options for LAA management and interpret data in practical settings.
Live-in-a-Box Case: Thoracoscopic Ablation with LAA Clip
Time: 10:30–11:00
Format: Edited surgical video with live commentary
Presenter: Dr. Michal Gruszczynski (Zurich)
Objective: Demonstrate the Zurich approach to minimally invasive AF ablation and LAA clipping.
Hybrid AF Ablation – Collaboration or Complication?
Time: 11:30–12:00
Format: Dual Lecture
Speakers: Prof. Bart Maesen (Maastricht), Dr. Sacha Salzberg (Zurich)
Objective: Discuss real-life hybrid procedures, indications, and coordination between surgery and EP.
AF Recurrence – Now What?
Time: 12:00–12:30
Format: Case-Based Panel Discussion
Moderator: Prof. Stefano Benussi (Brescia)
Panelists: Prof. Bart Maesen, Dr. Niels Verberkmoes, Additional EP TBD
Objective: Analyze management strategies for AF recurrence after ablation.
AF, the Brain, and the Knife – Can We Protect Cognition Surgically?
Time: 13:15–13:45
Format: Lecture
Speaker Suggestions: Prof. Günter Laufs (Germany), Prof. Johannes Brachmann (Germany)
Objective: Explore the neurocognitive consequences of AF and the potential protective role of surgical therapy.
AF Ablation in the Grey Zone – When to Say No?
Time: 13:45–14:15
Format: Lecture
Speaker: Prof. Stefano Benussi (Brescia)
Objective: Address complex patient selection and limitations of surgical AF therapy.
The Future of Surgical AF Therapy – What’s Next?
Time: 14:15–14:45
Format: Lecture
Speaker Suggestions: Dr. Vivek Reddy (USA), Dr. Tom De Potter (Belgium), Prof. Atul Verma (Canada)
Objective: Present insights into emerging technologies, trials, and evolving strategies in surgical AF treatment.
Closing Remarks & Outlook 2027
Time: 14:45–15:00
Presenter: Prof. Dr. Omer Dzemali
Objective: Recap highlights and introduce future directions.
